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Why  is  DoD 
Important  to 
Migratory  Birds? 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 

Partn  ers 


Strategic 

Plan 


The  Conservation  and  Management 
OF  Migratory  and  Resident  Landbirds 
AND  Their  Habitats  on 
Department  of  Defense  Lands 


Conservation  Priorities 

DoD  Partners  in  Flight 

•  Monitoring 

-  Radar  ornithology 

-  MAPS 

-  Satellite  and  remote  tracking 

-  Remote  acoustic  monitoring 

•  BASH 

•  Grasslands 

•  Invasive  &  nuisance  species 

•  International  conservation 


Department  of  Defense 
Partners  in  Flight 


Important  Bird  Areas 

DoD  lands  benefit  priority  bird  species 


Fact  Sheet  #1 
November  2003 


Department  of  Defense 
Partners  in  Flight  Program 

mission 

To  consen  t  migrslory  atid 
resident  birds  and  their 
habitats  on  Department  of 
Defense  iands. 


PartnIas 


The  Strategic  Plan  can  be  found  at 
www.dadpif.org.  orthrou^  the 
contact  infonnation  on  next  page. 


What  Is  an  Important  Bird  Area? 

Sonic  places  arc  exceptionally  iniportant  - 
ei^Hi  esRflKtial  ~  for  bird  conservation. 
Dineetinj^  protection  and  niana^nient 
cfTorta  toward^  tliesc  sites  is  crucial  if 
viable  populalions  ofn^iy  species  arc  to 
persist  in  tlic  Ifflig-tcmi.  CemscrvatiPilists 
have  lor^  un rknitood  lliis  fact,  but  only  in 
receitl  ymni  ha:!  a  proiiraiii  auerged  to 
idcnliry  arii:l  t'orrtially  rccogui^ic  these 
sites, 

Trn|]4Hi,iflil  Bird  /'WcaS  tTBA)  arc  sites 
that  are  si^ihcant  because  they  hold 
large  concHilTatinns  or  an  exceptional 
diversity  of  birds,  harbor  rare  or 
endangieredl  sp«i  or  contain  unique 
or  threatened  habitat.  'ilx  IBA 
program  is  founded  on  tire  prcniiac 
that  idnttifying  ariiJ  conserving  key 
habihU  areas  for  bird  populatioriii  is 
essential  to  bird  conscrv^ition  ellbfts. 

ThE^  progr^Ti'.'^  ta  idE^ntify  wid 

protect  H  nd.wnrk  nf  sites  iirniirid  the 
world  to  help  maintain  naturally 
occurring  bird  populations. 
Specifically,  IB  A  recognition  nieanE 
diat  a  site  provides  essential  habitat  to 
breeding  or  non-breedii^g  birrfa.  While 
IBA  Sites  vary  in  si^e,  most  are  discrete 
and  distinguishable  from  auTTouiidipg 
areas  in  cliaraclcr,  habitat,  or 
orTLlthok^gic^l  irnpndance.  It  is  iirifHiTfHrg 
to  note  ttud  tlierc  iire  no  legal  or 
tnanagonciit  requireinctllB  iriiposed  on 
sites  identlUcd  as  important  Bird  Areas. 

History  of  the  IBA  Prograni  in  the  US 
From  its  atait  in  Fnrope  in.  the  1 9SCM  by 
Birdt.ife  International,  the  IBA  concept 
has  led  to  the  recognition  of  more  than 
7,0W  sites  w^orldw'ideL  The  IBA  Prograiu 
was  launched  in  the  U.S.  in  1993  by 
BirdLifc  partner  designate  American  Bird 
ConaiHiWicy  (ABC),  which  hsM  identified 
and  doeurneiilod  those  sites  of  si^Lincance 
orL  a  global  level  tlirou.^eiut  all  ^0  Aates. 
TheNaliona]  Aurlubon  Society  (AudLifaure) 
ini  tinted  n  ^iiiEc-lii^setl  IBA  pnqi^aiij  th^ 


same  year  in  partnerGlilp  willi  ABC.  and 
liai  been  building  programs  state  by  state. 
As  of  2004,  Au^bon  was  operating  IBA 
progrania  in  stales.  Today.  ABC 
continues  its  IBA  program  for  sites  of 
global  signiJlcanec,  but  Audubon  is  now 
the  BirdLifc  p  urtno'  desigr>^djC  i  n  Ihe  U.  , 
HTid  is  CKpiirLding  its  IBA  pr^igr^n  In 
include  sites  of  global  and  conlinerta] 
fligjilficance. 


PVt  Rilef  ^  50.000  co'SJ  of  native 

prama  is  hrsfst  FTcmatim^  eanpffwus  MJi&srf 
Ofmts  M  MJrfft  Phpto:  Ckiis 


criteria 

Gmerally.  for  a  site  to  guali^'  as  a  global 
or  continental  IBA,  jt  iiiust,  during  at  least 
sonic  part  of  tlic  year,  contain  habitat  that 
supports:  U)  sigpificant  lUinibcrs  of  a 
specieu  of  global  conservation  eoiiccni. 
such  us  Pipir^  Plover,  KirtlarLd's  Warbler 
Or  Red-rorkaded  Wondpecker;  (2)  a 
fqueeics  tvith  a  rcstricled  range,  such  aS 
Ycllaw-billcd  Magpie,  Tricolorcd 
niackbind  or  Brown-capped  Kosy-Finch; 
0)  a  species  tliat  is  vulnerable  because  its 
populations  are  concentrated  in  one 
gcrtcral  habitat  type  or  biomc,  such  ae 
Pinyon  Jay.  Brewer's  Sparrow,  or  Oak 
Titmouse:  dr  (4)  a  signifiieaiitly  large 
concoitnitioii  of  breeding,  migrtiting  or 
winto-ing  birds,  including  waterfowl, 
seabirds,  wading  birds,  raptors  or 
landbirds.  Continental  and  state  level 
criteria  scale  down  from  ttie  global 
criteria 


Mitlrary  Lands  as  IBAs 
flume  Dc|jHrtjnmt  of  nef'msc  (BoD) 
lands,  including  military  installations  and 
Anny  Corps  of  Engineers  pnojcels.  have 
been  identilicJ  as  IBAs.  In  gcfteial.  an 
IBA  sliould  exist  as  an  actual  or  potential 
prnlctlcd  area,  or  should  have  tlic 
potoiH  ill  to  be  irinnaged  in  .nOnic  way  for 
birds  and  general  nature  connervation. 
MilLtnry  installritioais,  ihroiic^i  tlieir 
Integrated  Matural  Resources 
Management  Plans  (jNRMP)  and  Sikes 
Act  compliance,  manage  their  lands  in 
ways  tliat  benefit  native  bind  populations. 
Many  Corps  projeti  sites  also  in^k-Encnt 
coTE^diensivc  mureagernent  plans  tliid 
cnhaTMTc  bird  Itahilul.  While  IRA-f  have 
no  minimiim  or  miixiiTiLini  they 

Rhoiild  be  lai^e  enough' laippEy  all  or 
mojil  of  the  regiiiremenlj;  of  the  birdfs) 
durii^  the  season  for  which  they  are 
important.  DoD  lands  identified  as  IBAs 
alio  aatiify'  this  need.  To  tliat  end.  the 
DoD  l^IF  program  Cndoraca  iBAa  on 
military  and  Corps  Of  Ixtguiccrs  landa. 
wiiere  appropriate. 

VUhfy  are  IBAs  on  DoD  Lands  Good? 
Ultimately,  by  idcntilying  high  quality 
habilats  and  retogni/iug  thein  !i.h  being 
irnportirlt  for  birds,  the  IRA  Pragr^ri 
Seeks  to  [nobil  ij^e  the  rcsotirces  needed  to 
protect  these  aren.s  by  raising  public 
awaienesB  of  their  significaiica  With 
over  71  million  j>\mericanc  who  watch 
andAor  feed  birds,  the  public  is  a 
pow'crful  constituency  for  bird 
conservation.  An  impoitamt  diatiiiction 
slLould  also  be  made  tliat  an  IBA  is  not 
necessarily  api  important  birditig  area.  An 
IBA  exists  for  birds,  not  for  bird 
watclicrs.  IBjAs  can  include  Watchahlc 
Wildlife  opportunitic!!,  hut  only  if  arch 


Is  Simrrm.  a  Walpfi  Ltst  spsci&Sr 
Otrivtsm  U.Sr  rniiitpiy  tmtethhom, 
Ph^i  Teresa 


opportunitica  do  not  compromise  the 
military  mission  or  eoriLinued 
conservation  actioruj.  On  mililury  lands, 
IRAs  can  be  an  eiTectivc  twi  L}  erig^ige 
iidjaiTiing  landowners  in  hindsr:^  level 
conMTvatton  planning.  SometimK,  it  is 
the  training  fniRsion  itself  that  creates 
and  sustains  quality  habltalt.  iBA 
recognition  is  thus  at  important  tool  to 
educate  Uk  public  tlial  while  DoD  lands 
arc  nianagjcd  to  support  the  military's 
training  mifiBion,  they  aiRo  provide 
significant  liabitat  for  the  conservation  of 
natural  rcsourcct,  including  blrdi.  When 
a  coiiscrvattoii  plan  is  desired  for  a 
network  of  IBAs,  INRMl^s  and  Corps 
comprehensive  maiia^cmccit  plans 
already  provide  the  necessary 
inrnmi^tiun;  no  Itdidilinni)]  maiMgcrnent 
p]  iinning  i  a  reqU  iried. 


ITandsfib^rg  Air  Force  Bass  provides 
juidisturbed  bSaCH^ Jbf  rtesting.  wint^rir^. 
and  migratiiig  skortbifds  and  waterbinds. 
jFAeto.'  ckris  Sbeffy 


Nomination  Process 
Any  inilitary  installation  or  Army  Corps 
of  Hugineers  project  is  eligible  to  be 
rU^jnirlated  ns  ^  IRA  if  it  potentially 
mcd.H  IBA  criteria.  Once  a  site  is 
nominated,  the  appropriate  organisation 
reviews  the  nominatiort  If  jt  meets  the 
criteria,  the  cite  ie  identified  ae  an  IBA. 
Unco  a  site  has  beat  Identified,  official 
recognition  as  an.  IRA  via  a  ceTemoTry  ■or 
other  public  outreach  method  may  take 
place  af.the  discretion  of  the  installation. 
A  Memorandum  of  Understanding  wi|h 
American  Bird  Conservancy  and 
National  Audubon  Society  outlines  the 
espoctod  proecduiTS  to  bo  followed  for 
die  IBA  process  on  DoD  lands.  DoD 
sites  recognised  as  IBAs  may  receive  a 
colLlicatc  and  Kign, 


^i?wy  HCfvm  ^rd  wintsf 
on  mtlitary  lands  in  coastal  Oaiijbmta. 

Aftcto.-  Micboel  ^OittSiiJidd 


Conclusion 

IdcnliticatioTi  oFDoD  lancki  nii  Irn[>nr1ant 
Bin;l  Areas  is  rcca^itinn  Irtm  "an  outside 
organization  (American  Bird 
Conflffvancy,  National  Audubon  f^ociety. 
Of  bothj  of  the  excellent  stewardship  diat 
benefits  resident  and  migr^ory  birdi  and 
dicir  habitats.  Idcfitlflcaticn  and/or 
recognition  as  an  IBA  entails  no  legal  or 
rrtanagiTncifl  requirements.  In  addition, 
public  access  is  not  linked  in  any  way  to 
IBA  stains.  PuEdic  bird  watchir^ 
opportunities  exist  indq^endumtly:  some 
JBj'Xs  will  imt  be  nptm  for  public:  access, 
and  many  sites  with  ptiblic  birding  will 
not  qualify'  as  IRAr.  Regardless  'Of  public 
access.  IBA  status  is  public  recognition 
of  whi  rb  to  be  proud. 
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For  more  infformetlon: 

Chris  03  erly 

Dept  ar  Defense  Partners  in  Fli^t 

PD  Box  S4 

The  Plains  VA  201 96 

540-253-5675 

http://www.dcKlpir.nrg 

cebefty@dodpir.org 


Partnerships 

Partners  in  Flight 

•  Federal  Agencies 

-  USFWS,  USFS,  NPS,  BLM,  BOR 

•  Non-governmental  Organizations 

-  TNC,  American  Bird  Conservancy,  Audubon 


Federal  Agency  Lands 


Partnerships 

Legacy  2005  Areas  of  Emphasis 

-  Program  Management 

-  National  and  International  Initiatives 

-  Monitoring  &  Predicting  Migratory 
Patterns  of  Birds  &  Animals 

-  Integrated  Natural  Resources 
Management 


Partnerships 

SERDP  FY2005  Statements  of  Need 


-  “Development  of  an  Advanced 
Monitoring  Strategy  for  Migratory  Birds 
on  Military  Lands” 

-  “Improved  Remote  Sensing 
Technologies  for  Detection  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 
and  their  Habitat” 


BSERDP 

I  Strategic  Environmental  Research 

^ _ and  Development  Program 

Improving  Mission  Readiness  Through 
Environmental  Research 


Partnerships 

Cooperative  Ecosystems  Studies  Unit 

•  Burrowing  Owls 

-  Breeding,  wintering,  movements 

-  TX,  NM,  AZ,  CA 

-  Other  CESUs,  Mexico,  Canada 


•  Hummingbird  Monitoring  Network 

-  Breeding,  migratory  routes 

-  AZ,  CA,  NM,  BC 


Pesert  Soutk.West 

Unit 


Partnerships 

The  Nature  Conservancy 

•  Conservation  easements 

-  Protect  the  mission 

-  Protect  biodiversity 

-  Protect  adjacent  landowners 

•  Ecoregional  planning 

-  Priority  species  assessment 

-  Identify  important  habitats 


Bird  Species  of  Concern 

•  INRMP 

-  Integrated  management  document 

•  USFWS 

-  Birds  of  Conservation  Concern  2002 

-  Species  for  DoD  management  action 

-  MOD  (EO  13186)  -  non-readiness 

-  Migratory  Bird  Ruie  -  readiness 


Partnerships 

US  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service 

•  DoD  species  of  concern  matrix 

-  Birds  of  Conservation  Concern  2002 

-  Bird  initiative  priority  species 

*  Landbirds,  waterbirds,  shorebirds,  waterfowl 

-  Game  birds 
-T&E 

•  AEC,  States,  TNC 
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Henslow's  Sparrow  and  DoD  Lands 


DoD  Lands 

Air  Force 

Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Army 

Department  of  Defense 
Marine  Corps 
Nationai  ForestMir  Force 
Nationai  Forest/  Army  Corps 
Nationai  Forest/  Army 
Navy 

I  I  Hensiow's  Sparrow 


Partnerships 

DoD  Services  and  Installations 


•  INRMP  process 

-  USFWS,  States 

-  Compliance  and  Stewardship 

*  Game  birds,  T&E,  species  of  concern 


•  Funding 

-  Coordinated  monitoring 

-  Regional  assessment 


^Marines 

ne  Fa*,  ne  Proad. 


U.S.  AIR  FORCE 


Important  Bird  Areas 

4th  iBA  Conference,  Sierra  Vista  AZ 

•  Partnering  with  Federal  Agencies 

Joint  presentation 
Discussion  groups 
Guidance  document 


“Fort  Huachuca  is  a  very  good  example  of  an  agency  that  has  a 
mission,  but  it’s  allowing  for  multiple  uses  by  engaging  the 
birding  public,  while  focusing  attention  on  bird  conservation. “ 

-  John  Cecil,  IBA  Program  Director,  Audubon 


Technical  Working  Groups 


Monitoring 

Issues  and  Challenges 

Avian  monitoring  projects  on  DoD  lands  itpicaily  occur  on  an  as-needed  basis.  To  Tacilitate 

shiairin}'  of  daia  among  our  partntjrs,  we  use  existing  protocols  appropriate  for  the  intended 
objective  of  the  monitoring  project.  The  Integrated  Training  Area  Management  program 
Includes  a  protocol  Land  Condition  Trend  Analysis  (LCTA).  which  currently  provides  nori' 
standardized  avian  monitoring  data.  DoD  PIF  v-k.lll  work  with  the  Army  to  incorporate 
standard  monitoring  protocols  into  LCTAt  making  Army  data  compatible  with  the  National 
Point  Count  Database  and  other  sources,  DoD  PIF  also  supports  the  process  of  developing 
standardized  regional  and  national  miinitoring  strategies  for  various  bird  laxa  and 
contributes  DoD  survey  data  to  existing  databases. 


Proper  management  of  natural  resources  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  baseline  knowledge  of  the 
habitats  managed  by  DtiD.  We  help  identify  DoD  land,s 
that  lack  baseline  surv'eys  of  bird  populations  and 
document  sites  that  satisfy  criteria  for  identification 
as  Important  Bird  Areas  or  potential  core  bird 
con  sensation  areas.  A  key  monitoring  program  used 
on  DoD  lands  is  Monitoring  Avian  Pnxluctlv  iiy  and 
Survivorship  (MAPS;  see  page  31),  which  provides 
specific  habitat  based  management  recommendations. 


DoD  PRIORITIES 


IN 


Identify  installations  lacking  baseline  avian  surv'cys,  and  other  monitoring  needs 
Review  and  revise  LLl  A  to  include  use  of  standard  avian  suney  protocols 
Support  MAPS  program  on  DoD  lands 

Contribute  data  to  and  utilize  resources  in  the  National  Point  Count  Database 

Communicate  and  coordinate  vv1th  adjoining  landowner  partners  to  coordinate 
monitoring  efforts,  where  appropriate 


ZA. 


Monitoring 

DoD  PIF  Priorities 

*  Baseline  avian  surveys 

*  LCTA 

*  Support  MAPS  stations 

*  National  Point  Count  DB 

*  Coordinated  bird 
monitoring 


Monitoring  Strategy 


•  Coordinated  bird  monitoring 

-  Current  status  /  Mgmt  questions 

-  Tools  and  protocols 

-  Partnerships 

•  Funding 

- SERDP 

-  Legacy 

-  Services,  Installations 


Navar  Station  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 


